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Message from the President 
Dear Patrons and Devotees,  

 

Aum Shree Ganeshaya Namah! 

 

Namaskara, 

 

As President of the Hindu Temple, Omaha, NE, it is an honor to be writing on 

behalf of the Executive Committee for the year 2017-18.  

 

We are very happy that this Deepam is being published to celebrate 

Deepavali, festival of lights, signifying victory of light over darkness or good 

over evil. May the beauty of Deepavali fill your home with happiness and the 

coming year provide you with everything that brings you joy.  

 

Since July, we have observed festivals like Ganesh Chaturthi, Janmastami, Navaratri and Deepavali, to 

name a few. Thanks to our priests, for their outstanding dedication and commitments, all these events 

were successful. Our Executive Committee is determined to work diligently with the members of our 

community towards greater achievement and better understanding, to work harder, to improve the 

relationship and service to the community. Our Hindu Community is blessed to have Volunteers/

Devotees/Leaders who are committed and dedicated in serving our temple.  We are indeed blessed 

to be a part of this community.  

 

Since its inception in 1993, Hindu Temple has come a long way in serving the spiritual needs of the 

Hindu Community in and around Omaha (and beyond) for the past two decades. We are ever grateful 

for the volunteers, devotees, patrons who worked, committed, served so hard in building our Hindu 

Temple for us that we could come and worship in the peaceful, serene and tranquil environment.  

 

Our Hindu Community is growing by leaps and bounds, thanks to Lord Prasanna Ganapati, so much so 

that we are running out of space to fulfill our community’s needs! I am proud to say our Hindu Temple 

is growing along with it to meet the demands. As part of our expansion plans; to help us in spiritual 

wants, we are pleased to announce that the construction of the Sai Baba Sanctum will be commencing 

soon with the blessings of Prasanna Ganapati and Shiridi Sai Baba. To help us in advancement of our 

understanding of spiritual needs, we are also buying the building opposite our temple to expand the 

spiritual, educational and cultural activities. Dr. Shashi Bhatia, our Long Range Committee chair is 

working with Slosburg in acquiring the property for us.  I kindly request all the devotees to support 

our temple with generous donations. We will have a Fundraising Dinner hosted by Dr. Dash and Dr. 

Ram Bishu, our Fundraising Chairs, on November 5th at the Hindu Temple Social Hall. Everyone leaves 

behind footprints in the sands of time, but your generous donations will be remembered by future 

generations to follow. 

 

We are forever grateful to have the support of Dr. Rakesh Singh, Chairman, Board of Trustees. Please 

accept our wholehearted appreciation for your incredible support, and I look forward to our continued 

development of our beloved Temple in the years to come. 

 

May the Lord Prasanna Ganapathi bless us all. 

        
Deepa Kashyap 

President, Executive Committee (2017-18)  

president@htom.us 

mailto:president@htom.us
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Message from the chairperson 

           Dr. Rakesh K. Singh 

Chair, Board of Trustees; email: htom.rsingh@gmail.com  

Respected Devotees and Patrons,  

 

Namaste! 

 

Aum Shri Ganeshaaya Namah!  

 

It is my pleasure to share with you our busiest festive season in our temple starting with 

Ganesh Chaturthi and Navaratri celebrations. On behalf of the Hindu Temple, we wish 

that the festival of lights be the forerunner of joy and prosperity for all. As the holy occa-

sion of Diwali is here and the atmosphere is filled with the spirit of mirth and love, here's 

hoping this festival of beauty brings our way, bright sparkles of contentment, that stay with us through the days 

ahead. Diwali is celebrated all over India in various ways: however, the essence behind this festivity is same- to 

rejoice in the inner light (Atma) or underlying reality of all existence (Brahma).   

With the grace of Lord Prasanna Ganapati, the state of our magnificent Temple is strong and our temple is 

debt-free. All religious, spiritual, educational, and cultural activities are running smoothly due to the selfless sup-

port, dedication and service of our Hindu devotees, volunteers, and patrons. I express my sincere appreciation 

and gratitude to the past Presidents and Chairs of the Board and temple management for their services and dedi-

cation. 

As for as long-term plans are concerned, we are still following Vision 2022. We have made great pro-

gress in religious services with the hiring of another priest and increased puja services and revenue.  Education-

al services through Balvihar and youth classes need innovative ideas, your help, and support.  So far, there have 

been hurdles in achieving many of the Vision 2022 objectives.  The biggest one is space.We have overgrown our 

current space.  We must expand our facility to meet the Hindu community needs.  We are pleased to inform you 

that we have reached a deal with Slosburg Reality for 2445 South 130th Circle for $1,000,000 (14,400 sq. ft.) with 

the condition to close the sale by Dec. 8, 2017.  This will provide us much needed space to expand our growing 

Hindu community needs.   

To expand our religious/spiritual activities for our temple and community, the construction of Sai Sanc-

tum started with Bhoomipujan on July 8.  This is one of the best examples of a long-term community need-driven 

project, which started in 2012 with the 9-year timeline. Through years of discussions and deliberations between 

various committees, now we have finally realized this project with strong community support.  

We hosted a special general body meeting on Oct. 15, to present and discuss both long-term project and 

open house for the eastside property. We thank you very much for your insight and active support.  Overall, the 

general body meeting was very informative, constructive, and productive. We greatly appreciate feedback from 

our patrons and donors.  I express my sincere gratitude to Shri Saibaba Project implementation committee mem-

bers for their hard work, supervision and making sure we get the best facility and resources we can afford.  We 

are also fortunate to have Drs. Dash and Ram Bishu as fundraising committee chairs and Dr. Shashi Bhatia as chair 

of Long-range planning committee, and EC president Deepa Ji, and our finance team chaired by Say Ji, who are 

instrumental in steering these projects to reality.  

As our temple continues to fulfill the religious, spiritual, cultural, educational, and humanitarian needs of 

our community, we must develop tools to communicate better with our community and beyond.  We request you 

to please visit our website (http://www.htom.org/), register yourself to receive emails and updates, and like us 

on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/HinduTemple.Omaha.Nebraska). We aspire to reach all of our community 

members through electronic media and regular post.  

On behalf of Hindu Temple, I thank all the volunteers, contributors, sponsors and chair of our Publication committee, 

Dr. Nagendra Chaturvedi, who helped to bring this special issue of Deepam (Deepavali Edition). As we celebrate our festival 

of lights, I wish you all a happy festive season.  May the divine light of Diwali spread into your life peace, prosperity, happi-

ness and good health forever!  

Thanks for your continued support to our temple.  Your suggestions are always welcome. Always seeking the bless-

ings of Lord Prasanna Ganapati.  

mailto:htom.rsingh@gmail.com
http://www.htom.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HinduTemple.Omaha.Nebraska
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Hindu Temple, Omaha NE (Oct 2016 thru Aug 2017) 

INFLOW   OUTFLOW 

Hundi collections cash $58,752   Operating expenses $101,704 

Direct deposits $32,686   Staff expenses $33,171 

Puja services $117,383   Priest expenses $105,284 

Donations $129,621   Priest/Staff Housing $20,931 

Sponsored/event donations* $272,644   Other events $54,823 

Raffle (after prizes, expenses) $7,160   Mortgage interest $2,863 

Priest/staff housing mortgage $0   Towards Mortgage/payoff $10,611 

      Towards Housing/payoff $13,094 

Total inflow $618,246   Total outflow@ $342,481 

Total Inflow for 2017(YTD)      $442,987       Total outflow for 2017(YTD)    $203,405 

* $102,000 Sai Mandir collections have been treated as sponsorship here 

@ Mortgage balance was paid off by paying $201,993 

------------------      Balances As of August 31,2017    --------------------- 

Balance owed on Mortgage/Short-term line of credit : $0 

Balance owed on priest/staff housing mortgage: $273,889 

Operating Account Balance : $326,809 

Savings (Endowment) balance : $38,375 

TRACK YOUR DONATIONS – We track your donations as complete as possible and send 
donation receipt to your address or email. For any changes please keep us updated with 
your latest email and physical address by e-mailing to htom@htom.omhcoxmail.com so 
that we can send financial communications to your latest email / address. 

 

Financial Update: Hindu Temple Omaha 
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Wishing You All 

A Very Happy Deepavali  
From: 

Jitender and Ravinder Deogun  
 

 

Please support Hindu Temple by  

buying Raffle Tickets 
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Bhoomi  

Puja 2017 
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Happy 

Deepavali  

Wishes from 

the  

Ramakrishnan   

Family 

 

Usha, VT, Praveen, Madan, Lauryl, 

Sabina & Lilian 
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Continued to the next page…...  
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Bal Vihar – Hindu Temple Omaha 
 

Our children are our future and in our Temple’s opinion nothing is more important than them. 

And thus the Temple has made Bal Vihar a signature service that is offered to our community. 

 

In the Bal Vihar children are taught about the rich ancient Hindu culture that they are a 

part of. They are taught about the purpose of a Hindu life and about the moral and ethical val-

ues this faith cherishes. It teaches them to love and respect all human beings. These are 

taught to children and youth using the medium of stories, drama, videos, arts, crafts and dis-

cussion. In these classes the kids are also taught to speak in Hindi. 

 

They are taught the Hindu view of life is that we are a divine being, a soul, who experi-

ences many lives on Earth, and that the purpose of our being here is spiritual upliftment. Hin-

du festivals are celebrated with the children and they are encouraged to participate in the re-

ligious festivities as we feel this is the best way to teach children about their dharma and their 

culture. 

 

This past year the Bal Vihar kids participated in the Temple Diwali function where they 

recited shlokas and sang a bhajan, they showed great talent and coordination. The Bal Vihar 

kids along with the Youth group collected funds to feed the homeless at Steven Center, some-

thing that made us all proud of their laudable humanitarian efforts. We celebrated Holi and 

kids had such fun playing with colors. And then finally we had a Bal Vihar year end picnic 

with lots of fun activities. 

 

Our teachers are all community volunteers who have been performing this seva for the last 

several years.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our dedicated teachers: 

 

Mrs. Arunima Dasgupta 

Mrs. Archana Janakiram 

Mrs. Monica Arora 

Mrs. Natasha Keshawani 

Mrs.Timisha Singh Rohatgi 

Mrs. Vandana Singh 

Mrs. Rashmi Reddy 

Mrs. Swaroop Nijhawan 

Dr. Alekha Dash 

Dr. Phani Tej Adidam 

Dr. Sanjay Singh 

 

The registration for Balvihar for the session of 2017-2018 is open and ongoing. The kids can 

be registered online on the Temple website. The registration fee for Balvihar is $80.00 per 

child. The Balvihar admits kids from 1st grade through 6th grade and the classes are from 

10:30 am to 11:45 am. Kids from 6th grade onwards join the youth group. The youth group 

class is from 11:00 am to 12 noon. 
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Bal Vihar: Curriculum Outline 

 
Prathama Junior 
 

Religion/Culture: 

Learn the Balvihar prayers and Shlokas 

Recite up to 4 simple Shlokas 

Learn about the Hindu deities in our Temple 

Learn the Aarti 

Learn some of the common art forms of India 

Learn religious and moral values through stories 

Learn about major festivals/holidays of India (coincide 

with the Temple events) 

Learn the Indian National Anthem 

Learn about common Indian trees/plants that are useful in many ways and considered sacred 

Learn about Hindu symbolism – 3 to 5 symbols/icons 

Language – Hindi: 

Recite up to 5 simple poems in Hindi 

Recognize the sounds of the Hindi alphabets 

Learn to count 0-10 in Hindi 

Learn the name of common colors in Hindi 

Learn the name of facial features in Hindi 

Learn the name of body parts in Hindi 

Learn the name of the days of the week in Hindi 

Learn to name up to 6 common domestic animals in Hindi 

Learn to name up to 6 common wild animals in Hindi 

Learn to name up to 6 common fruits in Hindi 

Learn to name up to 6 common vegetables in Hindi 

Prathama Senior 
 

Culture and Religion: 

Hinduism One God many forms 

Hindu Trinity: Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva 

Lord Ganesha: Significance and Symbolism, Elephant head, Moon, Appetite, The Scribe and The devotee 

Krishna : Birth, Putana, Kaliya snake, Govardhan, End of Kamsa and Gita Updesh 

Significance/ Story/Symbolism of Vaishno Devi, Durga Maa, Ram Parivaar, Aayyapa, Kartikeya, Lakshmi and 

Saraswati, Balaji, Jagarnath, Lord Shiva, Parvati and Navgraha 

Hindi: 

Adjectives: Colors, Sizes, Shapes, Taste, Qualities and Quantities 

Verbs 

Pronouns 

Family 

Words for Nature and Time 

Workbook 

Dwitiya 
 

The kids stay in Dwitiya for two years, 3rd and 4th grade. The class is interactive and encourages the kid’s partici-

pation. 

Religion and culture: 

We teach the story of Ramayan and the DashAvatar alternate years in great detail 

Discuss religious and moral values 

Talk about the Hindu festivals as they are celebrated throughout the year 

Learn about religious symbols and their significance 



 

Volume 26 Issue 1 Page –17 

Learn up to two Bhajans in a year 

Learn Sholakas 

Learn the Aarti 

 

Hindi: 

 

We teach the kids spoken Hindi. We do not learn to write using Hindi alphabets. The writing by the kids is done 

in the English alphabet. 

Build up on the common Hindi Vocabulary 

Learning greetings and introduction in Hindi 

Introduce kids to 1st, 2nd and 3rd person 

Introduce kids to singular and plural 

Learning common pronouns 

Learning about verbs 

Learning to make simple sentences 

Learning common nouns and adjectives. 

Using common nouns and adjectives to form more complex sentences 

The goal is for kids is to be able to write a page on their favorite topic by the end of the year. 

 

Tritiya 
 

Religion and Culture: 

Mahabharat: Tell stories 

Discuss about the characters in Mahabharat 

Yama and Niyama (dos and don’ts) of Hinduism 

Questions and misconceptions 

What is God? 

Why do Hindus worship many Gods? 

Why do Hindus worship idols? 

What is pooja? 

Prayer about one God-many names 

Hinduism and ecology 

Compare and contrast world religions 

 Hinduism 

 Christianity 

 Judaism 

 Islam 
We will share some Parables and Aesop’s Fables with them. Students will learn some Bhajans. 

 

Hindi: 

 

In our Tritiya class we teach spoken Hindi. Children will learn to speak the language by conversing in simple 

sentences.  

 

Translation of English to Hindi words with advanced vocabulary will be our ongoing effort throughout the year. 

Sentence formation with subject, predicate parts of speech and proper grammar will also be included in our 

study.  

We will make special effort to speak in Hindi during our class time. 

 

Students will learn rhymes and poems from the Balvihar book. 

 

Helping children to create their own stories. 

 

Students will learn some rhymes and poems from the 

Balvihar book. 

Bal Vihar Curriculum Continued…...  
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Ganesh Chaturthi Celebration 2017 



 

Volume 26 Issue 1 Page –19 

Mahashivaratri Puja 2017 
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Best Wishes Happy Diwali  

 From: 

    Smitha and Alekha Dash 

Rohan Dash 

Debleena and Ajay Saini 
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HAPPY DeepavALI 
Bhavana and Rakesh Singh 

Janakbhai Dave 
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Jagannath Yatra 2017 
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Durga Puja 2017 by Bengali Samiti of Nebraska 
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           Photo Gallery: Balvihar Kids Activity 

Please Join Us in Thanking 

Dedicated Balvihar Teachers 
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Proposed Hindu Temple Extension Continued……. 
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Bhoomi Pujan: July 8, 2017

Fund Raising Event: Nov. 5

Target: $1.5M

Shri Saibaba Sanctum Project 
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Happy Deepavali  AND PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR wishes   

From:  

PURNIMA AND BABU GUDA  

RAHUL AND REEMA 

Color Activity 

by a Balvihar 

Kid “Om Naik” 
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Happy Deepavali Wishes 

From: Saraswathi G. Joshi 

Sumangala and Shantaram Joshi 

And Deepa Joshi 

Yashaswini K. Joshi 

 

Wish you all a very 
HAPPY DEEPAVALI 

 
 

May the divine light of Diwali spread in to 
your life peace, prosperity, pleasure, and good health 

 
 

Shashi and Subhash 
Bhatia & Family 
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Continued …...  
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Continued …...  
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HAPPY DEEPAVALI 2017 TO 

FRIENDS & FAMILY  
From: 

Dr. CHANDRA , LIN, PAREENA AND 

NISHYIA PONNIAH 

NORFOLK, NEBRASKA 
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SK ARTS  
&  

IMPORTS LLC.  Lincoln, NE - WISHES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY HAPPY DEEPAVALI!!! 

 

VIEW IT-- ADMIRE IT-- ACQUIRE IT 
We Specialize in ORIGINAL THANJAVUR/ 

TANJORE PAINTINGs & OIL PAINTINGS by ARTISTS 
from INDIA. 

ANTIQUE TANJORE PAINTING's available. 

(AFFILIATED WITH AUTHORIZED DEALERS OF 
GOVT OF INDIA) 

PRIVATE showings and Appointments only - 

Please contact - Devika or Arun Pondicherry - 
402 730 7871 
10 % of the PROCEEDS will go to the HINDU TEMPLE OF OMAHA. 



 

Page -36 Volume 26 Issue  1 

Special  

General Body 

Meeting 

 October 15, 

2017 



 

Page -37 Volume 26 Issue  1 

Deepavali  

Celebration 

October 18, 2017 



 

Page -38 Volume 26 Issue  1 

 

 

 

It is our great pleasure to bring a 2017 Deepavali special issue of the Deepam. We have included the 
useful information and details of the major events such as Deepavali Puja, Diwali wishes of our community mem-
bers and an upcoming major events/poojas of  2017. I thank them for their continued support of the Deepam. In 
this special issue, we have included several articles related to religious, spiritual and social issues for our com-
munity. We have also updated the Balvihar activities. We want to sincerely thank all the well-wishers and the 
contributors for this publication. We invite you all to consider contributing articles for publication in Deepam. Arti-
cles from young adults are also welcome and I request the parents to encourage their children to contribute their 
articles. As always constructive comments and suggestions from the readers are most welcome. 

I also take this opportunity to thank the members of Publication Advisory Committee Shantaram Joshi, 
Babu Guda and Manju Mehta for their help in bringing this issue. My special thanks to Ramya Iyer  for her signifi-
cant contribution on designing and art work to this Deepam. We also want to thank Mr. Shane Harris from the 
Creighton University Printing in helping us in printing this publication. A major way of improving the quality of 
Deepam is to get a constructive feedback from its readers. I look forward to your suggestions to improve the 
Deepam.  

Wishing you all a “Very Happy Deepavali and Prosperous New Year 2017” 

 

 

Namaskaar! 

              Nagendra Chaturvedi 

Happy Deepavali  AND PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR wishes   
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Hindu Temple 

13010 Arbor Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68144 

402-697-8546 

We are on web 

Htom.org 
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Happy Deepavali to You All  

From  Hindu Temple, Omaha NE 


